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WEATHER The week was hot and dry with hot winds and very low humidity on several

day_; There were a few light local showers near the end of the week over

most of the state, but they were generally too light to be of any benefit. Tempera-

tdres Thursday through Saturday closely approached previous high records for so late

in the season over the central and eastern portions of the state.

CROPS The condition of corn has dropped for the sixth consecutive week. Most of it

has fired beyond recovery. High temperatures and hot winds of the past week

were very severe. Reports on corn in the panhandle where precipitation so far this

year has been normal, are still quite favorable although some of the irrigated corn

is late. Northeastern Nebraska which was in a more favorable condition up to two

weeks ago, suffered badly from heat and drought last week.

Much of the corn is being put into silos a?though there is considerable comment

on the poor quality. In some spotc corn _ enough grain to make good silage. Con-

siderable of the corn is being pasl :ed_ Pkcec fur the panhandle, some bottom land

fields, and spots that were favore_ ;_ith l_ore rainfall, the damage to dry land corn
is general throughout the state_

A little wheat was sown in extreme western Nebraska last week. Soil moisture

conditions are _enerally favorable for faSl seeding o(' wheat in the panhandle and in

parts of soubhwest_rn _Icb_askao El,_whe-e soil moisture conditions are very unfavor-

able on land irbended i'or wht_at_ A _ittlo alfalfa ant some grasses have been seeded

in spots -hat have received soi_e moi_:ture, but generally it is too dry for any fall
seeding.

Grain sorghums show further de_,'ioration. Part of the crop could still recover

with adequate z:ole+ureo The condiuim _ of sorghun_ is more favorable in the panhandle

and parts of sou_h_e_te,'n Nebraska that received local showers. There was more dam-

age to soybeans f._om drought and high temperatures last week.

The c,on il;_irn of the third crop of alfalfa is generally very unfavorable. It

appears that eonciderable of the acreage _s being left for seed and some of the re-

ports on seed pr'_speets have been quite favorable.

Except for the panhandle and moz0 of the sand hills, pasture is extremely short.

This is the general condition throughout southern and eastern Nebraska. pastures got

an extremely late start last spring and while they made good growth during June, the

heat and drought from July to date prevented growth so there is very little pasture

feed left. Farmers have been feeding hay, pasturing corn, and in some cases alfalfa
fields.

Reports on late potatoes, sugar beets, and beans are generally fair to good

although there are some reports of insufficient water for irrigation. Some of the
beans are late and may not mature before frost.

Although July 1 farm stocks of corn totaled 77_00_,000 bushels, nearly 5,000,000

bushels above the average, increasing numbers of counties are reporting a short supply

of corn_ The number of counties reporting a short supply of hay is increasing. Pas-

ture is short ever 83% of the state, the balance still reporting ample.

Except for a few spots, there has been little or no rainfall during the past two

weeks. Nearly all counties report surface moisture is short and subsoil moisture is

generally short throughout the state except in the panhandle.

LIVESTOCK Sales of livestock at the local sale barns are large. In one case, num-

bers were so large that farmers were notified by radio to bring in no more

livestock. Lack of pasture and short first and third crops of alfalfa, as well as

short forage crops, are presenting a serious situation for livestock producers.

Supplies of sealed corn are ample, but the price is a little too high to encourage

feeding. The nation's hog numbers are at a very high level, and there was an increase

in the eprln_ pig crop as well as the last fall pig crop.

The following note on conditions in south central Nebraska is quite typical.

"The past week of hot, windy days, with daily temperatures above lO0 o has reduced

corn prospects to a complete failure for dry land corn. Cattle have been turned into

a number of corn fields. Probably SO to 40% of mile would still head if adequate

moisture were received within the next few days. To date, very little mile has head-

ed. No prospects for another cutting of alfalfa. All pastures are dry and brown and

most pastures will provide very little feed from now through the fall. The continued

deterioration of crops has changed grain, forage and pasture conditions from ample to

short. Many livestock farmers are short on grain, pasture and forage now and a short-

age will develop for many others before spring. It is apparent that some farmers who

do not have adequate capital or credit will be forced out of the farming business.

Drought can be, and is, as serious a disaster as floods and other catastrophes."
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HIGHEST A_ LOW_T T_PERATURFS (Highs for 24 _hours ending at 12:30_a.m.

, , for 12 hours _nding at 6:30 a._ CST) ,+ ;_.

_' August
23rd 24th 25th 26%h

Max _in _x Yin _ax Min Max Fin

Chadron. IGO 58 IO0 56 98 69 97 6_

Stiff,bluff': 95' 59 ' 97 55" 95 63 92 63

,Si_z,e_r -92 61 96 _ 97 69 95 62
.Bur_.all ' 93, 66 96 6? 104 67 103 77
Valo'f_in'e 95 "!67 102 56 97 75 104 68

No_ _',.k 90 67 94 7_ 99 74 I03 82 105

Siou_ Cizy . 90 '_0 93 73 1D_'73 102 76 104
Grsh_ Island 91< 65 96 73 101- _5 103 80 105
Lincoln 90 _8 95 75 I00 78" 102 81 104
Omaha 88' 63 • 93 71 99 74 '99 77 103

Imperial. 94 66 97 58 "103 '71' 103 69 'lOl

North Plat£e 92 64 95: 63 102 73 103 65 '102

?.Tth

Max _,_i_

99 64

92 66

96 64

106 69

104 69

81
76
78
78
77

71 " 99 65
.67 100" 68

,- _ ,'

"Z8th ,_9%h

-Max :_n Max "Min "

87 ;70 8'_" 55
'89. 61'""84 "-_
89 59 80 "'',_ ''_

102 64 99 61'_
82 ' 68 82 57
102 66 98 66

104 68 99 67
IO2 75 " 98 '66
I0_ 74- 97 74
102 69 96 67

90 "58

93' 60

Eastern 'Division'

Grand Isla:xa 0

Lincoln .O1

Eorfolk ,45
Omaha .09

Sloux City o .-

• EPO_, oF P2ECIPITATION F02 NEEK'_DING AUGUST 29, 1955

Central Division Western Division

_hrwell . .18 Chadron 1,22

North Platte O Imperial O
Valentine ,16 Scottsbluff %14

Sidney o46

Total past week

Total sihce April'-I
Nor/al since April I

Eastern Div.' "Central Div,
.17 ,O6 '

II.15_ 9.90

'17.49 15.O7

Western Div.

.06

II. 55 '

12, I0
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